
Jefferson County Board of Health 
Meeting Minutes
November 25th, 2025


The Jefferson County Board of Health met on November 25th, 2025, at the Jefferson County Health Department in Mt. Vernon, Illinois. The meeting was called to order at 6:02 pm. Roll call was taken, and a quorum was established. Derrek Wilson, Board of Health President chaired the meeting. 

Roll Call:

[bookmark: _Hlk215663185]Members Present:
Derrek Wilson, Dr. Alan Froehling, Dr. Monica Heinzman, John Howard, Scott Taaka, Dr. Lincoln Woodrome, Chance Klebba

Members Absent:
Dr. Neeta Kaushal, Lori Given, Jessica Rodriguex, Kim Tate

Also Present:
Amy Harrison, Lisa Austin, Jessica McDermott, Sean Lemmon, Laura Desch, Jeremy Noelle, Kim Hart, Katrina Merkel, Kyle Merkel

Public Input:
Jeremy Noelle introduced himself as the AFSCME Union Representative. Katrina Merkel introduced herself as RN/WIC nurse at JCHD, Kyle Merkel introduced himself as Katrina's husband, and Kim Hart introduced herself as WIC clerk/program secretary at JCHD. 

Minutes:
The October 2025 meeting minutes were reviewed by Board Members; no discussion or changes were needed after review. Dr. Monica Heinzman made a motion to approve October 2025 minutes, with a second from Chance Klebba. All in favor, motion carried. 

Finances:
Jessica McDermott presented the October 2025 financial reports to the Board of Health. Jessica explained that renewals for food permits have been sent out and will begin to come in. Board members had no questions or concerns. Scott Taaka made a motion to approve the October 2025 financial reports in the amount of $1,049,425.39 with Dr. Alan Froehling seconding that motion. Roll Call: Derrek Wilson, Dr. Alan Froehling, Dr. Monica Heinzman, John Howard, Scott Taaka, Dr. Lincoln Woodrome, Chance Klebba. All ayes, motion carried. 

Jessica McDermott presented the November 2025 claims reports to the Board of Health. Board members reviewed the November 2025 claims, without questions or concerns. A motion was made by Dr. Monica Heinzman with a second from Chance Klebba to approve the November 2025 claims reports in the amount of $24,330.62. Roll Call: Derrek Wilson, Dr. Alan Froehling, Dr. Monica Heinzman, John Howard, Scott Taaka, Dr. Lincoln Woodrome, Chance Klebba. All ayes, motion carried.

Jessica McDermott presented the Special Claims for November 2025 to the Board of Health. Board members reviewed the special claims. Dr. Monica Heinzman made a motion to approve the special claims in the amount of $42, 000.00 with a second motion from Scott Taaka. Roll Call: Derrek Wilson, Dr. Alan Froehling, Dr. Monica Heinzman, John Howard, Scott Taaka, Dr. Lincoln Woodrome, Chance Klebba. All ayes, motion carried.

Consent Calendar:
Sean Lemmon presented the Environmental Health reports to Board members. There were no questions or concerns from any members regarding the reports. 

Lisa Austin presented the Nursing reports to the Board members. Included in her report was the Wellness Day summary. Lab Service numbers are continuing to rise, and profits are continuing to increase. The IWIC survey is to be completed by the end of December 2025. 

Amy Harrison presented the Administrators report. Amy informed the Board of Health that the annual staff training and Christmas party will be December 11th, 2025. JCHD will be closed to the public that day. 

Old Business:
Wage negotiations were moved to Executive Session. 

The updated By-Laws were presented to the Board members for review. Derrek Wilson went over the revisions made. Dr. Monica Heinzman made a motion to approve the updated By-Laws, with a second motion from Scott Taaka. All in favor, motion carried. 

New Business:
The 2026 Board of Health meeting schedule was presented to the Board members for review. There were no questions or concerns regarding the meeting schedule. A motion was made by Dr. Alan Froehling to approve the 2026 Board of Health meeting schedule, with a second motion by Chance Klebba. All in favor, motion carried. 

Officer Elections were held. Derrek Wilson addressed the Board members and informed them that he was stepping down from Board President. Derrek Wilson made a motion to elect Dr. Monica Heinzman as new Board of Health, President, Scott Taaka seconded this motion. All in favor, motion carried. Dr. Alan Froehling made a motion to elect Derrek Wilson as Board of Health, Vice President, with a second motion from Dr. Monica Heinzman. All in favor, motion carried. Dr. Alan Froehling made a motion to keep Scott Taaka as Board of Health Secretary/Treasurer, with a second motion from Chance Klebba. All in favor, motion carried. 

[bookmark: _Hlk215663235]Executive Session:
A motion was made by Dr. Monica Heinzman to enter Executive Session at 6:34 pm for “the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of specific employees of the public body.” With a second motion by Dr. Alan Froehling.  All in favor, motion carried. 

[bookmark: _Hlk215663399]A motion to exit Executive Session at 6:56 pm, was made by Dr. Alan Froehling with Chance Klebba seconding that motion. All in favor, motion carried. 

Necessary and Proper:
[bookmark: _Hlk215663309]A motion was made by Dr. Monica Heinzman to offer a 4% raise to all employees, with the raise effective the first pay period of December 2025, with one $500.00 retention bonus to be given to all full time employees who are employed as of January 1st, 2026, to be paid out in May of 2026, also, increasing the starting wage for support staff to $16.50 per hour and increase professional staff to $27.80 per hour, with a second motion by Dr. Alan Froehling. Roll Call: Derrek Wilson, Dr. Alan Froehling, Dr. Monica Heinzman, John Howard, Scott Taaka, Dr. Lincoln Woodrome, Chance Klebba. All ayes, motion carried.

Adjournment:
A motion was made by Scott Taaka to adjourn the November 25th, 2025, Board meeting at 6:59 pm, with a second motion by Dr. Alan Froehling. All in favor, motion carried. 
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